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that the Indian members of the Round Table
Conference were invited to go to London after a
declaration had been made by the Viceroy,, Lord
Irwin, that Dominion Status was to be the goal.
They went on that explicit understanding. Yet the
actual words "Dominion Status" were avoided
altogether when the new India Act was framed.
Though the Indian leaders presented a joint Memo-
randum asking for this status to be named definitely
in the Preamble, their request was refused.
Personally, I have all along realized that the
title "Dominion Status" was a misnomer, pointing
back to a wrong precedent. An alliance and a treaty
should be made, such as the United States is now
offering to the Philippines. Quite recently, Indepen-
dence has actually been the basis of the new British
treaties with Iraq and Egypt. It ought to be obvious,
therefore, that along these lines there would be
more hope of success, especially with the younger
generation. But the new India Act has not taken
that direction. It appears rather to keep India in a
strictly dependent position. The complaint is made
that the reactionary forces in England have defeated
the liberal intentions with which the Round Table
Conference was started.
Thus, at the very outset, the India Bill was
passed m a spirit of distrust and fear, not in an
atmosphere of mutual confidence and goodwill. I
write as one who was in London on the spot at the
time, and I know how bitterly the most thoughtful
Indians, who had the interests of Great Britain as